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Hello Scouters of the North West Region, 

It is with pleasure I present the Region Commissioners Report for this Month. 

Scouting in the North West has leapt back into action for the final term this year with all Groups 

reporting various and interesting activities for our Youth Members.  Some of our Groups have 

found interesting ways to meet the restrictions still imposed on us by the Carona Virus 

“COVID19” and there is growth in some of our Groups that, given the restrictions mentioned, is 

wonderful to see. 

Last weekend saw the first Leaders training course, a Basic Practical Supplement course, held at 

Lynchwood Scout Camp here at Tamworth with around 25 to 30 Adults involved.  These Leaders 

gathered from all around the Region with a couple of Leaders coming from other Regions.   I have 

received very positive feedback from some of those involved and hopefully this will see Groups 

from around the Region receive enthusiastic and excited adult volunteers who will be fully trained 

and appointed into their roles.   We have plans to follow up in 2021 with an Advanced Leadership 

course at Lynchwood so that many of these same Leaders can receive their Wood beads. 

We have run a canoeing camp in place of the night canoe hike at Lake Keepit that was well 

attended, and again good feedback has been received from this event as well. We did have to 

cancel the night canoe hike that had been programmed due to a lack of available Leaders who are 

trained in the activities qualification but some quick thinking turned it into an overnight camp that 

followed the COVID restrictions. 

I am very pleased to report that our Youth Members are working hard on their Award Schemes, 

with a couple very close to the peak awards, more on that next month. 

Growth in numbers of Adults and Youth members has occurred in most Groups but special 

mention must go to the 2
nd

 Armidale Scout Group which is in the process of reopening their Joey 

Mob and are reporting great interest from parents around the community.  My thanks to the Joey 

Leader Beck Smith and the Group Leader, Bruce Myers – a grand achievement given the very 

strange year that we have experienced in 2020.  BRAVO! 

Another Group that needs to be mentioned is the Tamworth Oxley Scout Group who seeking to 

balance the need to meet COVID restrictions and the numbers of Cubs who want to come and 

play have opened another meeting night for the Cub Pack – This allows the Cubs to meet on 

Tuesdays and Wednesdays and both nights have waiting lists.   (This may lead to a second Cub 

Pack at Oxley should they be able to recruit and train new Cub Leaders to meet the requirements 

of Scouting).  BRAVO to the Group Council for Oxley Scouts for your efforts. 

All Groups in the North West have felt the particularly painful sting of a lack of fundraising 

opportunities with the restrictions of COVID on their local communities with many regular dates 

in the calendar cancelled or postponed. This lack of incoming funds has had a beneficial effect in 

that Group Leaders and Treasurers are having to become skilled at managing Youth Member 

numbers before billing periods.  We did see a drop in numbers just before the October date as 

Groups resigned Youth Members who were not coming along and were in arrears, whilst on the 

surface this seems harsh, it is a vital necessity to manage these numbers so the Groups are not 

burdened with extra billing that they cant afford.    
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Some Groups have started to fundraise in interesting ways – 1
st

 Moree Scout Group had a 

Krispy Crème Doughnut Drive (that was very successful…) and will later this term have a 

Christmas tree drive, the Inverell Scout Group is having a “pie drive” and Tamworth Hillvue 

is holding a “mango drive”.  I am starting to see a theme here…  Another mention goes to 

Armidale who was able source a $1500 donation through a Community organisation called 

Findex.  The message here is that our Groups are not going quietly into the night, they are 

fighting hard to meet the demands of COVID and keeping themselves afloat.  BRAVO to all 

of our Volunteers! 

Renovations and repairs have been going on at a lot of our Scout halls and facilities and I would 

ask the Deputy Region Commissioner, Mr John Thompson, to provide a small report on the 

status of the Crown Lands grants that we are using to work on a number of our properties, but 

as a small instalment I can mention that the dangerous trees at Lynchwood have been removed 

and the Gunnedah Scout Hall is looking fresh and revitalised.  I know that other works are 

completed or near completion at Inverell and Narrabri and I hope to come out and visit all of 

our North West Groups before the end of this Scouting year. 

I would ask that all reading this report please ensure that they start to spread the word that 

Scouting is not just another youth organisation.  We have over a century of asking our Scouters 

to promise to do their best and live by the Scout Law.  And it is the Scout Law that makes us 

so very much better than every other organisation around. In its simplest form we ask, no strike 

that, we demand that everyone making the Scout Promise, BE RESPECTFUL, DO WHAT 

IS RIGHT and BELIEVE IN MYSELF.  Far too often we see problems arise from Scouters 

who have forgotten their Scout Promise to Live by the Scout Law.  I would encourage everyone 

reading this to spread the word – the theme for next year, 2021, for the North West Region, 

will be to understand and live by the Scout Law and Promise.   I will be sending each Youth 

Member and their parents, each Leader in Scouting, and every adult supporter a copy of the 

Scout Law and Promise and I will be asking every Section to ensure that their Youth Members 

know the Law and Promise by heart and are able to give examples of how they do this and 

describe what daily good deed they have done.   This will be Region Commissioners directive 

at the start of next year and there will be no exceptions. 

In closing I would also like to announce a change in the Region Team.  Mrs Janine Wilkie 

(ikki) has asked to step back from the duties at Region Cub Coordinator (for older Scouters 

the Region Cub Commissioner) as she would like to focus on growth of the Cub Section(s) at 

Tamworth Oxley.  Seeing that Ikki’s need was greater than mine, I have agreed to this.  Janine 

stepped up when the need was there to help the Region out and she quietly achieved everything 

that I could hope for in a Cub Coordinator.  Bravo to you Ik for your efforts.    

We have been lucky to have another wonderful Leader offer her services and I would like to 

welcome Mrs Jill Heath back into the North West Region Team.  Jills service to Scouting is 

extensive and exceptional and, as I have mentioned, we are very lucky to have her on board.  

Give Jill a nanosecond to get comfortable and then welcome her with any enquiries that your 

Cub Section may have. 

As you can see I am very happy the way the North West Region is going along and all I can 

ask is that when you meet your Child’s Section Leader you say “Thank You” 

Regards, 

 

“Bear” 

Brett Grimmond 
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26TH AUSTRALIAN 

JAMBOREE 2022 
 

AJ2022 is ten days packed with adventure, excitement and fun. It’s a Scout camp that is so big, it has 

its own shopping centre, radio station, daily newspaper, medical centre, bus station and arena. 

Scouts come from all over the world to have an experience of a lifetime. 

WHEN: Monday 3rd January - Thursday 13th January 2022 

WHERE: Elmore Field Day site Campaspe Shire in Northern Victoria 

THEME: Take it to the Next Level 

FAMILY DAY: Saturday 8th January 

For more information check out https://www.aj2022.com.au/. You can also follow the news on the 

Jamboree Facebook page, and you can even buy Mutant Camel swap badges from the Scout Shop. 
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SCOUTS NSW EMERGENCY 

RELIEF ASSISTANCE 2019/2020 

Scouts NSW assistance packages for bush 

fire and drought-affected Groups. 

Our aim is to help our Scouts, families and 

Groups who are severely impacted by 

prolonged drought and the recent bush fires 

stay connected to the Scouting family by 

providing practical and emotional support 

with fees, uniforms, equipment, mental 

health first-aid training and Scouting 

activities.  Also, to assist Scout Groups 

which have lost uninsured equipment 

rebuild to attain their optimum capability. 

Purpose of the Form 

To gather enough information to allow the 

Trust Management Committee to assess the 

needs of the applicants and recommend 

accordingly for those who qualify. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: 

https://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/scouts-nsw-

emergency-relief-assistance-2019-2020/  

 

NSW LONES would 

like to welcome Kyle 

and Lilly Lawrie to 

their Group, they 

were invested at SEE 

Park in Grafton in 

July.  
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November 2020 
1/11  Joey/Cub Canoeing  CANCELLED    

6-8/1  Scout Leadership Course  Lynchwood Scout Camp  CD: 23Oct 

7/11  Cub Scout Leadership Course Tamworth Hillvue Hall  CD: 30Oct 

7/11  Youth Helpers Course  Tamworth Hillvue Hall  CD: 30Oct 

21-22/11  BOS Training   Lynchwood Scout Camp  CD: 23Oct 

28/11  Cub Scout Leadership Course Armidale Secondary College CD: 20Nov 

28/11  Narrabri Raft Race  Narrabri Lake   CD: 13Nov 

December 2020 
5/12  Joey Cub Canoeing  Narrabri Lake   CD: 20Nov 

18/12  School Holidays Start 

25/12  Christmas Day 

26/12  Boxing Day 

January 2020 
26/01  Australia Day 

26/01  School Holidays Finish (EAST) 

February 2020 
2/02  School Holidays Finish (WEST) 

13/02  Group Leader / Region Team Meeting 

14/02  First Aid Course  

22/02  Founder’s Day    (See your local group) 

 

REMINDER: 

 All Scouting members who have been requested to activate their scout 

emails must do so, because as of the 31
st

 of December personal addresses 

will not be used by State or Region offices. 
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Scouts NSW is an approved provider of the Active Kids rebate. 

Active Kids is an NSW Government program which helps families across the State meet the cost of 

getting their children into sport and active fitness and recreation activities, such as Scouts! 

Parents and carers of school-aged children can claim two $100 Active Kids vouchers per child each 

year. Voucher 1 is valid from January through to December and Voucher 2 is valid from July to 

December. 

Every child (4.5 – 18 years old) enrolled in school from Kindergarten to Year 12 is eligible for an 

Active Kids voucher. This includes those who are home-schooled or enrolled in secondary school 

education at TAFE NSW. 

Use BOTH Active Kids vouchers with Scouts 

Families can apply for and redeem both of their Active Kids vouchers with Scouts! Voucher 1 can be 

redeemed from January to December, and Voucher 2 can be redeemed from 1 July to December. 

Both Active Kids vouchers redeemed with Scouts NSW will go towards membership costs (and the 

one-off joining fee for new members), ensuring families who want their children to enjoy the Scout 

program can send their children to Scouts. 

Using your Active Kids vouchers is as easy as 1, 2, 3: 

1. Apply for your Active Kids voucher on the Service NSW online portal. 

2. Download a copy of your voucher. 

3. Select one of the buttons below to redeem your Active Kids voucher with Scouts and 

complete the Redemption Process. 

If you are a current member, please ensure you have your child’s Scouts NSW membership number 

ready when applying to redeem the voucher. If you do not know your child’s membership number, 

please contact your Group Leader. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: https://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/activekids/  
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JOHN OXLEY ANCHOR MEMORIAL 

This wonderful old photo was forwarded to the Region Office by the NW Region President, Mr Bruce 

Stewart. After some research done by our RC it revealed a story—with some relevance for the Peel Valley 

Venturers. 

An Anchor commemorates the route taken by John Oxley in his exploration of New South Wales in 1818, 

and marks the spot where Oxley crossed the Peel River in 1818.   

The foundation stone for a permanent memorial was originally erected in 1918 and was unveiled during the 

celebration of the 100th anniversary of the discovery of the Peel Valley by John Oxley.   

On 28th May 1818, Oxley led another expedition from Bathurst and followed the Macquarie River until it 

too disappeared into an ocean of reeds (Macquarie marshes).  From the 6th July Oxley's party proceeded 

north-east until they discovered the Castlereagh River, then turning east they found the rich Liverpool Plains 

reached and named the Peel River, crossed the southern part of the New England Range near Walcha, found 

the Hastings River and followed it to its estuary which was named Port Macquarie. (Monument Australia: 

https://www.monumentaustralia.org.au/themes/landscape/exploration/display/23350-john-oxley-expedition) 

Located in Hallsville, New South Wales, next to the main road between Tamworth and Manilla, is the 

anchor from HMS Sealark. Known as the Oxley Memorial, as it is dedicated to the first Surveyor General of 

New South Wales, John Oxley, who took this route in 1818. The plaque reads that it was "donated by the 

Naval Board Melbourne". A contemporaneous newspaper article said that "the anchor, which has been on 

Garden Island since the Sealark went out of commission, was landed at man-o'-war steps and conveyed to 

Darling Harbour railway station for transport to Tamworth". The memorial was erected in 1926. (Wikipedia) 

Lieutenant Oxley's Exploration is a wonderful opportunity for a Green Cord Journey or Queen Scout 

Expedition. 
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About the Family Support Fund 

The Family Support Fund was established by the Chief 

Commissioner, Neville Tomkins OAM, JP in 2017. The Fund 

aims to assist current and prospective youth members to afford 

the cost of Scouting. Assistance is limited to those families, youth 

and young Leaders in genuine need of financial assistance. 

Grants can be requested for any young person, aged 6 to 18 

years, residing in NSW, and will assist with membership fees, 

uniform and activity costs for up to 12 months. 

Grants are also available for Rovers and trainee Youth Leaders 

who are not yet financially independent and in genuine need of 

financial assistance. 

The Family Support Fund is run wholly for the benefit of 

successful applicants. 100% of funds donated are distributed to 

families (apart from any corpus that might be established). 

Donations to the fund through Scouts NSW of $2 and over are 

tax-deductible. 

Helping Families in Need. 

To find out if you are eligible to apply visit 

https://www.nsw.scouts.com.au/familysupportfund/ 
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1
ST

 NARRABRI WEST 
Joeys with their shields they made at their 

Land Before Time Sleepover. 

Cubs making pouches for the injured 

animals for the local wires shelter. 

Joeys at the local Wires Shelter. 

Mother’s Day Dinner prepared by Scouts 

and Venturers. 

Joeys with their cheque for the Ronald 

McDonald Foundation.  
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1
ST
 NARRABRI WEST SCOUTS 

WORKING TOGETHER ON 

THEIR LASHINGS AND 

CONSTRUCTION. 

This activity is a part of Jesse 

Weekes A.S.M, a lightweight 

camping and Pioneering camp for 

the younger Scouts over two 

weekends. 
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TAMWORTH OXLEY 

Joey Scouts: Monday 5:15PM—6:15PM 

Cub Scouts: Wednesday 6:00PM—7:30PM 

Scouts: Monday 6:30PM—8:30PM 

Sarah Heinz: 0407297768 

sarah.heinz@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

 

1ST MOREE 
Joey Scouts:  Monday 6PM—7PM 

Cub Scouts:  Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Scouts:  Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Venturers Scouts: Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Brendan Kross: 0417072954  kross2311@bigpond.com  

 

LONES GROUP                                     
Darren Smith: 0488012836 

groupleader@nswlones.net.au  

AGL Stephen Day: 0434107419 

possum@nswlones.net.au  

 

LONES ROVER CREW               
Trevor Nickl: 0408025672 tjwn3@yahoo.com.au  

 

PEEL VALLEY 
Venturer Scouts: Thursday 6:30PM—8:30PM 

Caroline Rothwell: 0413528629 

peelvalleygroupleader@gmail.com 

 

FLAT GORGE ROVER CREW 
Kaitlyn Oppy: 0438748040 kaitlynoppy@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MORE TIMES TO BE MADE AVAILABLE 

 

1ST NARRABRI WEST 
Joey Scouts: Wednesday 5:30PM—6:30PM 

Cub Scouts: Thursday 5:30PM—7:00PM 

Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7:30PM 

Tom Kay: 0427921661 tom.k@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Carole Davis: 0438784012 davis-narrabri@hotmail.com 

 

2ND ARMIDALE 
Cub Scouts: Tuesday 6PM—7:30PM 

Scouts: Wednesday 6:30PM—8:30PM 

Bruce Myers: 0414 294 287 bruce.myers@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

INVERELL 
Joey Scouts: Wednesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Cub Scouts: Wednesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Scouts: Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Venturer Scouts: Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Jon Cox: 0418463207 jon_cox3@bigpond.com 

Karen Smith: 0427070267 karnical@bigpond.net.au 

 

TAMWORTH HILLVUE 
Joey Scouts: Thursday 5:45PM—6:45PM 

Cub Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7PM 

Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7:30PM 

Sharyn Landel: 67654106 sharyn.landel@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

1ST GLENN INNES  
Joeys Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7PM 

Cub Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7PM 

Scouts: Thursday 5:30PM—7:30PM  

Venturer Scouts: Thursday 5:30PM—7:30PM 

Ian Higgins: 0401649902 ianhiggins51@gmail.com  

 

 

1ST NARRABRI WEST 
Joey Scouts: Wednesday 5:30PM—6:30PM 

Cub Scouts: Thursday 5:00PM—6:30PM   

Scouts: Thursday 7:00PM—8:30PM 

Tom Kay: 0427921661 tom.kay@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Carole Davis: 0438784012 carole.davis@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

2ND ARMIDALE 
Cub Scouts: Tuesday 6PM—7:30PM 

Scouts: Wednesday 6:30PM—8:30PM 

Bruce Myers: 0414 294 287 bruce.myers@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

INVERELL 
Joey Scouts: Wednesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Cub Scouts: Wednesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Scouts: Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Venturer Scouts: Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Jon Cox: 0418463207 jon.cox@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Karen Smith: 0427070267 karen.smith@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

TAMWORTH HILLVUE 
Joey Scouts: Thursday 5:45PM—6:45PM 

Cub Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7PM 

Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7:30PM 

Sharyn Landel: 67654106 sharyn.landel@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

1ST GLENN INNES  
Joeys Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7PM 

Cub Scouts: Tuesday 5:30PM—7PM 

Scouts: Thursday 5:30PM—7:30PM  

Venturer Scouts: Thursday 5:30PM—7:30PM 

Ian Higgins: 0401649902 ian.higgins@nsw.scouts.com.au  

 

 

TAMWORTH OXLEY 

Joey Scouts: Monday 5:15PM—6:15PM 

Cub Scouts: Wednesday 6:00PM—7:30PM 

Scouts: Monday 6:30PM—8:30PM 

Sarah Heinz: 0407297768 sarah.heinz@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

1ST MOREE 
Joey Scouts:  Monday 6PM—7PM 

Cub Scouts:  Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Scouts:  Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Venturers Scouts: Tuesday 6:30PM—8PM 

Brendan Kross: 0417072954  

brendan.kross@nsw.scouts.com.au  

 

LONES GROUP                                     
Darren Smith: 0488012836 darren.smith@nsw.scouts.com.au  

AGL Stephen Day: 0434107419 

steve.day@nsw.scouts.com.au  

 

LONES ROVER CREW               
Trevor Nickl: 0408025672 tjwn3@yahoo.com.au  

 

PEEL VALLEY 
Venturer Scouts: Thursday 6:30PM—8:30PM 

Caroline Rothwell: 0413528629 peelvalleygroupleader@gmail.com 

 

FLAT GORGE ROVER CREW 
Kaitlyn Oppy: 0438748040 kaitlynoppy@outlook.com 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Thank you all for reading this issue of the Kalori. 
If you wish to have something in the Kalori please mail it 
to the Region office email. 
Terms & Conditions Apply: everything is subject to space, 
scouting related, and pictures must be decent quality. 
See you in the next issue! 

REGION OFFICE 
Postal address: 
Scouts Australia (NSW) – North West Region 
PO Box 353 
TAMWORTH NSW 2340 
 
Phone & answering machine: 02 67657700 
Email: nw.region@nsw.scouts.com.au 
 
Office hours: 
Monday—Friday 
9am –12.00 noon 

REGION TEAM 
  

Region Commissioner   Brett Grimmond  0417 441 499 

Brett.grimmond@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Deputy Region Commissioner John Thompson 0403 070 400 

John.thompson@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Region Commissioner YP Tarranne Bryan 0431 059 455 

Tarranne.bryan@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Region Commissioner Act VACANT 

NW Activities  activities@scoutsnorthwest.org 

Training Coordinator  Nicky Engert 0410 669 232 

training@scoutsnorthwest.org 

Joey Advisor  Karen Smith 0427 070 267 

Cub Advisor  Jill Heath  0404 291 182 

Scout Advisor   Tom Kay   0427 921 661 

Venturer Advisor   Cameron Baxter  02 6722 1222 

RC Member Support (DA)  Ian Dun  02 6722 2694 

Disabilities Coordinator  Ian Higgins  02 6732 3990 

Region Office Manager  Caroline Rothwell  02 6765 7700 

nw.region@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Kalori Editor   Elizabeth Rothwell 

nw.region@nsw.scouts.com.au  

jasminerothwell@hotmail.com 

Kamilaroi Scout Camp 

Camp Warden   Ian Dun   02 6722 2694 

iandun@bigpond.com    0429 665 516 

Booking Officer   Julie Dun   02 6722 2694 

iandun@bigpond.com 

  

Lynchwood Scout Camp                                              02 6767 1164 

Camp Warden   Ray Didlick  02 6761 8354 

lynchwoodscoutcamp@gmail.com 

Booking Officer, Region Office    02 67657700 

www.scoutsnorthwest.org  

Online booking Officer  Region Office  02 67657700  

www.scoutsnorthwest.org  

 

 

 

DISTRICTS & GROUPS 
 

Central Northern District 

District Commissioner               John Thompson  0403 070 400 

cnd@scoutsnorthwest.org 

Peel Valley                  Caroline Rothwell  0413 528 629 

peelvalleygroupleader@gmail.com 

Lones Group                                     Darren Smith   0488 012 836 

Darren.smith@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Lones Group AGL               Stephen Day  0434 107 419 

Steve.day@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Lones Rover Crew                Trevor Nickl   0408 025 672 

tjwn3@yahoo.com.au 

NWR Scout Fellowship  Neil Bryan  0402 114 284 

neil.bryan@nsw.scouts.com.au  

Tamworth Hillvue                Sharyn Landel   02 6765 4106 

Sharyn.landel@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Tamworth Oxley               Sarah Heinz  0407 297 768 

Sarah.heinz@nsw.scouts.com.au         

Flat Gorge Rover Crew                Kaitlyn Oppy   0438 748 040 

kaitlynoppy@outlook.com 

Northern Plains District 

District Commissioner                Tom Kay   0427 921 661 

northern-plains@scoutsnorthwest.org 

1st Moree               Brendan Kross   0417 072 954 

Brendan.kross@nsw.scouts.com.au 

1st Narrabri West                Tom Kay   02 6792 2538 

Tom.kay@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

New England District 

District Commissioner                 VACANT 

new-England@scoutsnorthwest.org 

1st Glen Innes                 Ian Higgins   0427 247 656 

Ian.higgins@nsw.scouts.com.au 

2nd Armidale                 Bruce Myers   0414 294 287 

Bruce.myers@nsw.scouts.com.au 

Inverell                 Jonathan Cox   0418 463 206 

jon.cox@nsw.scouts.com.au 

 

 

All Scouting members who have been requested to activate their scout emails must do 
so, because as of the 31st of December personal addresses will not be used by State or 

Region offices. 
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